Play dough Bryn Celli Ddu!
Make your own Bryn Celli Ddu!
• Suitable for ages 4+
• First get everything you need (list below)
• Read the information section (page 3) to learn about Bryn Celli Ddu.
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You will need ….
Green and grey play dough. To make your own play dough you will need
•
•
•
•
•
•

Glass mixing bowl
6 table spoons of plain flour
3 tablespoons of salt
½ cup warm water
Tablespoon of cooking oil
Green and black food colouring

Watch how to make your own play dough on Youtube. How to Make
Playdough - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dHKOny3xjCc

Green card (Optional)
This will provide a base for your Bryn Celli Ddu. If you haven’t got green card
you could also use regular cardboard and paint/colour it green.
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Information Section
Bryn Celli Ddu (The Mound in the Dark Grove)
Bryn Celli Ddu is a Neolithic burial chamber on Anglesey near Llanddaniel Fab.
The burial chamber was constructed to protect and pay respects to the
remains of the ancestors.
Bryn Celli Ddu appears to have
begun in the later Neolithic
period, around 5000 years ago,
as a ‘henge’ or ritual enclosure.
It consisted of a bank around
an inner ditch, which enclosed
a circle of upright stones.
At a later date, towards the
end of the Neolithic, the henge
made way for a passage tomb,
a type of burial monument
found around the Irish seaboard
and as far afield as Brittany.

Stone Circle of Bryn Celli Ddu
(Image from MedievalHeritage.eu)

The Bryn Celli Ddu passage
tomb consists of a long passage
that leads to a polygonal stone
chamber. Human bones, both
burnt and unburnt, were found
in the passage of the tomb.
Other finds were few, but
included quartz, two flint
arrowheads, a stone bead,
and limpet and mussel shells.

Bryn Celli Ddu passage tomb before
making an earth mound
(Image from MedievalHeritage.eu)
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A decorated pattern stone has
also been found at Bryn Celli
Ddu. The stone was
discovered near a ceremonial
pit at the back of the chamber.
A replica of the stone has been
set up at the site.
What sets Bryn Celli Ddu apart
from the other tombs on
Anglesey, is that it is the only
one to be accurately aligned to
coincide with the rising sun on the
longest day of the year. At dawn on
midsummer solstice, shafts of light from the
rising sun penetrate down the passageway to
light the inner burial chamber. Perhaps this
sunlight was meant to bring warmth and life
to the ancestors?

Back entrance of Bryn Celli Ddu

Replica pattern stone at Bryn Celli Ddu

Summer solstice lighting up Bryn Celli
Ddu passage tomb.
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Let’s make Our Own Bryn Celli Ddu!
If you’ve read the information section and have everything you need, you’re
now ready to make your own Bryn Celli Ddu! Good luck! Send us a picture of
your finished burial chamber!
@gwyneddarch (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram)
1. Form your green play dough into a ball.

2. Using your fingers push down the edges, leaving a tomb shape in the
middle.
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3. Use your thumb to make a front and back entrance to your tomb.

4. Get your grey playdough and tear off a small piece.
5. Roll the playdough into a small ball, to resemble a rock. Repeat step 4
and 5 numerous times and place your clay rocks around the edge of the
burial chamber and at both entrances.

@gwyneddarch

See if you can copy this photo!
6. You can roll a small piece of grey clay into a sausage shape and stand it
on the edge of the tomb to look like the decorated stone.

Gwynedd Archaeological Trust run the Bangor branch of the Young
Archaeologists’ Club”. The club is for 8-16-year-olds. If you’re interested in
joining contact @dan.amor@heneb.co.uk
@gwyneddarch

